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of Beddagama. The village consisted of ten scat-
tered houses, mean huts made of mud plastered upon
rough jungle sticks. Only one of the huts had a
roof of tiles, that of the village headman Babehami;
the others were covered with a thatch of cadjans, the
dried leaves of the cocoanut-palm. Below the huts
to the east of the village lay the tank, a large shallow
depression in the jungle. Where the depression was
deepest the villagers had raised a long narrow bund
or mound of earth, so that when the rain fell the
tank served as a large pond in which to store the
water. Below the bund lay the stretch of rice-fields,
about thirty acres, which the villagers cultivated, if
the tank filled with water, by cutting a hole in the
bund, through which the water from the tank ran
into the fields. The jungle rose high and dense
around the fields and the tank; it stretched away
unbroken, covering all the country except the fields,
the tank, and the little piece of ground upon which
the houses and compounds stood.
The villagers all belonged to the goiya caste, which,
is the caste of cultivators. If you had asked them
what their occupation was, they would have replied
"the cultivation of rice"; but in reality they only
cultivated rice about once in ten years. Rice re-
quires water in plenty; it must stand in water for
weeks before it grows ripe for the reaping. It could